
POSTON PLANT LANDS PUBLIC HUNTING AREA 
Athens County 

HISTORY AND LOCATION: This 2,300-acre area lies south of the Hocking River and west of The Plains, Ohio.  Originally purchased in the 1940s by Columbus Southern Power for 
construction of the Poston Power Plant, the acreage also was to support facilities, future expansion and to control nearby coal reserve lands. The power plant shut down and was dismantled in 
1987, leaving the lands idle.  In 2006, through an agreement with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources’ Division of Wildlife, the area is now open for public recreation. 
Situated in the hilly un-glaciated Allegheny Plateau and consisting primarily of rounded ridges, steep slopes and narrow ravines, the area is also surrounded by numerous old fields reverting to 
forests, intermixed with woods of second and third-growth timber.  Oak and Hickory dominate the ridges and upper slopes.  Tulip, Poplar, Beech, Maple and Red Oak are frequent lowland and 
ravine species. Activities enjoyed on the property today include hunting, hiking, fishing, bird watching and trapping. Covering the townships of Dover, York, Athens and Waterloo of Athens, 
Ohio, the area is accessed by State Route 691 and the county and township roads that pass through it. 
Distance from major Ohio population areas: Athens, 6 miles; Zanesville, 48 miles; Columbus, 70 miles; Portsmouth, 84 miles 
 
 


